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Did you know that people who start voting 
when they’re young are more likely to 
become “super voters” who vote in every 
election? That’s just one of the reasons I think 
it’s so important to encourage high school 
students to register to vote. Twice a year, my 
outreach team visits Hillsborough County’s 
public high schools to do just that.

At each high school, we visit individual 
classrooms or hold an assembly for many 
classes at once. Either way, we start with a 
short presentation and Q&A before handing 
out registration forms.

When’s your birthday?
You can pre-register to vote 
starting at age 16, and you’ll 
receive a Voter Information 
Card when you turn 18. It’s 
good to be prepared, right? 

And if your 18th birthday 
happens to be on Election Day, 
you’ll still be allowed to cast 
your ballot before your birthday 
if you prefer to vote early or by 
mail. That’s because the votes 
aren’t counted until  
Election Day.

By the Numbers:  
2016/2017

40    high school visits

@     23 schools

=      3,089     
registrations

(...and we still have one more 
high school visit to go.)



the last word
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If you aren’t already subscribed to this newsletter, please visit VoteHillsborough.org and subscribe. 
You’ll get important news like this every month via e-mail. You can also get timely information by
following HillsboroughSOE on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

the flip side
VoteHillsborough.org

Visits From 
Future Voters
Last month, we hosted two 
different groups of young people 
who visited our offices for  
hour-long tours. 

One group conducted their own 
election in class and then went 
behind the scenes at our Gilder 
Elections Service Center to see 
how much equipment it takes to 
conduct elections countywide. 

The other group visited our 
downtown office for a  
hands-on lesson in voting. They 
filled out paper ballots, tried out 
our ADA-compliant AutoMARK 
ballot-marking devices, and cast 
their ballots using one of the new 
ballot scanner/tabulators that were 
in all polling places in 2016. 

Students from Mango Elementary School toured  
the warehouse at our Elections Service Center. 

Our 
downtown 
office was 
one of the 
stops on 
Hillsborough 
County’s ‘Kids 
in the County’ 
tour.

Public Service Recognition Week is a time to honor those who serve our nation as federal, state, 
county and local government employees. So this is just one of the many times this week, this 
month and this year that I will tell my dedicated staff how much I value the work they do every 
day to make sure our citizens can participate in democracy. And of course I want to extend a  
big thank you — on behalf of our entire staff — to our wonderful poll workers, too. 


